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About this collection:

Barbara Weiser has a Masters degree in Judaic Studies from Concordia University.
Her research consists of the study of Jewish art in synagogues and Jewish public
buildings across Canada. She has donated her corpus of image material to serve as a
databank at the Alex Dworkin Canadian Jewish Archives for the use of other
researchers. Her database has served as a source of images for the former website
Canadian Jewish Museum and Archives, and for Jewish symbol research projects and
teaching aids.

The collection currently consists of 2,549 jpeg images associated with a Filemaker

Pro database. The database information usually includes several views of a work of
public art, along with information on its |
approximate measurements, media used, and subject description. Information thus

far has been gathered from synagogues, cemeteries and Jewish community buildings,

in towns and cities of all the provinces of Canada, with a focus on small communities

as well as the major centres. Holocaust memorials are a developing feature of this

collection.

Barbara We i s eeseéarsh was facilitated by a grant from the Marvin A. Drimer
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Ritual and Ceremonial Objects



Chuppahs

A A chuppah is a canopy traditionally used in the
Jewish wedding ceremony. It consists of a cloth
or sheet 0 sometimes a tallit ("prayer shawl!") o
stretched or supported over four poles and is
sometimes carried by attendants to the location
where the ceremony will take place. It iIs meant
to symbolize the home which the couple will
build together.



if]

Title: Chuppah
Type: Art
Description: Machine stitched on multiple layers, this piece includes references to the symbols of the wedding

ceremony. The images in the lace detail are sewn together to form a collage. The impression
given is that of part of the wedding prayer. This chuppah was made especially for the Jewish
Museum and Archives of B.C.'s exhibit, which opened in March 2007. The Hebrew words on the
edge of the canopy can be translated as "I have found the love of my soul”, or "I have found the
one that my soul loves". (information taken from the Jewish Museum and Archives, B.C.)
Wedding canopy (chuppah) with symbolic designs

General Origin: Vancouver, British Columbia
Specific Origin: Jewish Museum and Archives of B.C.
Date: 2007

Artist: Summer Eves

Medium: Fabric - tulle and appliqué

Archive:

Source Collection URL:


http://www.ontariojewisharchives.org/
http://www.jewishmuseum.ca/

Title: Chuppah

Type: Art

Subtype: Chuppah - Full View

Description: Hand embroidered wedding canopy. The Star of David in the center has
Hebrew lettering around it spelling Mazal Tov, good luck

General Origin: Hamilton, Ontario

Specific Origin: Adas Israel Congregation of Hamilton

Date: c 1930

Artist: Unknown

Medium: Rayon or satin

Archive:

Source collection URL:


http://www.adasisrael.ca/
http://www.adasisrael.ca/

Title:

Type:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Date:

Artist:

Medium:

Archive:

Source collection URL:

Chuppah
Art

This bridal canopy looks like a series of Tallitot (prayer shawls), and is meant
to complement the architectural space. The textile is in neutral colours so as
not to detract from the bridal party, and is totally reversible. Each panel has
seven appliquéd stripes, signifying the Sheva Brachot (seven blessings said
after the wedding) and the seven days of the week. Gold and silver threads
denote a joyous and happy future.

Toronto, Ontario

Beth Tikvah

2003

Elaine Glassman

Silk

http://www.bethtikvah.on.ca/


http://www.bethtikvah.on.ca/
http://www.bethtikvah.on.ca/

Title:

Type:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Date:

Artist:
Medium:
Researcher:

Chuppah - Wedding Canopy, Congregation
Dorshei Emet, Montreal

Art

Woven in blue and beige with silver appliqué
Hebrew lettering. The design shows a Tree of
Life, the colours of the sky, and one of the "sheva
brachot" (seven blessings) of the wedding
service.

Montreal, Canada

Congregation Dorshei Emet

1977

Naomi Kahane

Synthetic

Barbara Weiser




Menorahs

A The menorah is a seven-branched candelabrum.
In ancient times, it was lit by olive oil in the
Tabernacle and the Temple In Jerusalem. The
menorah is one of the oldest symbols of the
Jewish people. An eight-branched menorah is
used during the holiday of Chanukah.




Title:

Type:
Subtype:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Date:

Artist:

Medium:

Archive:

Source collection URL:

Menorah

Art

Menorah

This menorah is in memory of the artist's
mother, Rose Kerem; hence the rose
design, with loose petals and grapes.
Kingston, Ontario

Beth Israel Congregation

1999

Daniel Kerem is the blacksmith

Iron



http://www.kingston-bethisrael.ca/
http://www.kingston-bethisrael.ca/
http://www.kingston-bethisrael.ca/
http://www.kingston-bethisrael.ca/
http://www.kingston-bethisrael.ca/
http://www.kingston-bethisrael.ca/
http://www.kingston-bethisrael.ca/

Title:

Type:
Subtype:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Date:
Artist:
Medium:

Menorah

Art

Menorah, Chanukiah

Classically styled Chanukiah with movable sections. One of a pair of
menorahs made from aluminum - copy of menorah in Israel Museum
Calgary, Alberta

Beth Tzedec Congregation - Ousher Switzer Heritage Room

1977

Nate Sanofsky

aluminum



Title:
Type:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Date:
Width:
Medium:
Credits:
Researcher:

Menorah, Temple Beth Ora, Edmonton
Art

Glass and wood chanukiah, in the Sephardic (Middle Eastern) style. Note the Moorish details at
the top of the piece. This type of menorah uses wicks, rather than candles, dipped in oil . The
mirrors on either side serve to reflect the light.

Edmonton, Alberta

Temple Beth Ora

1990

46 cm (18")

Glass and Wood

Donated by Beth Israel Synagogue in honour of their 10th anniversary, in April 1990.

Barbara Weiser



Title: Menorah, Talmud Torah, Edmonton

Type: Art

Description: These eight-branched candelabras (called menorahs or chanukiahs), used on the holiday
of Chanukah, were created by the students of the Talmud Torah in an effort to show how
recycled items can become ritual objects.

General Origin: Edmonton, Alberta

Specific Origin: Talmud Torah

Date: 2003

Artist: Students of Talmud Torah school
Medium: Recycled items

Researcher: Barbara Weiser

Source collection URL:


http://talmud.epsb.ca/

Parochets

A A parochet is the curtain on the front of the Aron
Kodesh (structure in a synagogue that holds the
Torah scrolls). This curtain represents the
covering that was on the original Ark of the
Covenant.




Title:

Type:
Subtype:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Date:
Artist:
Medium:

Parochet

Art

Floral Parochet

This curtain (parochet) is placed in front
of the ark which holds the Torah.
Guelph, Ontario

Beth Isaiah Congregation

c 1990

Elaine Glassman

Assorted synthetic

A\




Title:

Type:
Subtype:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:
Date:

Artist:

Medium:

Source collection URL:

Parochet

Art

Embroidered parochet

This parochet, covering the ark, has a theme of
flowers embroidered on velvet with the name of
the synagogue stitched between the flowers.
The parochet's appliqué states "Know before
whom you stand," (Talmud, Brachot 28B) and
the name of the synagogue appears in Hebrew
Edmonton, Alberta

Temple Beth Ora

1990

Frances Cuyler

Velvet & satin

AN SN D07 0



http://www.templebethora.org/
http://www.templebethora.org/

Title:

Type:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Date:

Artist:
Medium:
Researcher:

Parochet with Lions of Judah, Louis Briar
Home & Hospital for the Aged, Vancouver
Art

A parochet is a curtain or cover for the
Holy Ark in the synagogue. This one
depicts two Lions of Judah surrounded by
pomegranates. The large golden Hebrew
letters refer to a prayer sung when the
Torah is removed from the ark; the smaller
words within the tablet shapes are the first
words of each of the Ten Commandments.
Vancouver, British Columbia

Louis Briar Home & Hospital for the Aged
2004

Rachel Worth

Embroidered Velvet

Barbara Weiser




Wimples

A A wimple is long, linen sash used as a binding
for the Torah by Jews of Ashkenazic origin. It is
made from the cloth used to swaddle a baby boy
at his brit milah (circumcision), uniting the
communal world of the synagogue with the
iIndividual's own life cycle.




Title: Wimple

Type: Art
Subtype: Wimple, Biblical Fruit
Description: A wimple holds the two sides of the Torah scroll together . In the middle ages it was a simple piece of cloth

usually embroidered by a mother after a baby was born and the cloth was taken from the baby's clothing.
This wimple is not tied but fastened and contains images which include a pomegranate, doves and an
apple,,each having Jewish significance.

General Origin: Montreal

Specific Origin: Temple Emanu-El Beth Shalom
Date: 2001

Artist: Lilian Vineberg and Helen Engel
Medium: Wool, needlepoint

Archive:

Source collection URL: http://templemontreal.ca/


http://templemontreal.ca/
http://templemontreal.ca/

v gy

Title: Wimple (detail), Baycrest Centre for Geriatric Care, Toronto
Type: Art
Description: This type of wimple, symbolically linked to the birth of a male child, was traditionally

used by German Jews to bind the Torah scroll. The Hebrew script refers to the 19th of
the month of lyar, probably marking the birth of a boy.

General Origin: Toronto, Ontario

Specific Origin: Baycrest Centre for Geriatric Care

Date: The equivalent English date is May 22, 1840
Researcher: Barbara Weiser

Source collection URL:


http://www.baycrest.org/
http://www.baycrest.org/

Torah Accoutrements

A Keter Torah (Torah Crown): Keter is Hebrew for crown.
A Torah scroll will often be "dressed" with ornamental
breastplates, fine fabric, and occasionally, a crown, the
metalwork often made of beaten silver

A Yad: As one is not supposed to touch the Torah
parchment. one follow the text with a pointer, called a
Yad. Yad means "hand" in Hebrew, and the pointer
usually is in the shape of a hand with a pointing index
finger.

A Eitz Chayim: Literally "Tree of Life." Used in the plural
(atzei chayim), the wooden handles of the Torah scroll.



Title:

Type:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Date:

Artist:
Height:
Medium:
Researcher:

Torah Crown (Keter Torah), Beth Israel
Synagogue, Edmonton

Art

Torah crown incorporating an image of
hands held in the position of the priestly
blessing. This blessing is performed on
festivals by the descendants of the original
Temple priests, the Kohanim.
Edmonton, Alberta

Beth Israel Synagogue

2002

Mark Katzeff

approxi mately 26
Silver

Barbara Weiser




Title:

Type:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Researcher:

Yad, Temple Beth Ora, Edmonton

Art

Torah pointers, used when reading from the
scrolls of the Torah. Note the shape of a hand at
the end of the yad, often with one finger pointing
in a downward direction, an innovation dating
from the Middle Ages. Human hands are not
allowed to touch the delicate parchment of the
Torah so as to prevent the smudging of the ink
and the deterioration of the parchment. The
chain attached to the yad is hung from a Torah
stave for accessibility.

Edmonton, Alberta

Temple Beth Ora

Barbara Weiser



Title:
Type:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Date:
Medium:
Researcher:

Eitz Chayim, Beth Tzedec Congregation, Calgary

Art

Eitz Chayim (Torah handle, which holds the ends of the parchment of Torah) with Star of David
inlays in the wood

Calgary, Alberta

Beth Tzedec Congregation

c1940

Wood

Barbara Weiser



Seder Plate

A This is a special plate containing symbolic foods
used by Jews during the Passover seder. Each
of the six items arranged on the plate have
special significance to the retelling of the story of
the Exodus from Egypt, which Is the focus of this
ritual meal. The seventh symbolic item used
during the meald a stack of three matzot
(unleavened bread)o is placed on its own plate
on the seder table.



Title:

Type:
Subtype:
Description:

Language:
General Origin:
Specific Origin:
Date:

Artist:

Medium:

Source collection URL:

Seder Plate

Art

for Dad

This seder plate, used at the Passover meal, is made of molded glass in the design of a
Star of David. The center includes the word Pesah (Passover) in Hebrew letters. In the
edge of the design there are Hebrew-labelled spaces intended to hold the ceremonial

foods, e.g. eggs go in the space containing the Hebrew word "beitza".
Hebrew

Edmonton, Alberta

Talmud Torah T Archives Room

2000

Shari Zohar

Coloured glass


http://talmud.epsb.ca/
http://talmud.epsb.ca/

Ner Tamid

A The eternal light which hangs above the Holy
Ark In the synagogue and Is constantly kept
burning. It serves to remind the congregation of
the holiness of the Torah scrolls that are kept
within the ark, as well as a reminder of Go d 0
eternal presence.



Title:

Type:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Date:
Artist:
Source collection URL:

Ner tamid lamp

Art

Ner Tamid (Eternal Light).- made of glass
and brass

Calgary, Alberta

Beth Tzedec Congregation - Ousher
Switzer Heritage Room

circa 1960

Unknown

http://www.bethtzedec.ca/



http://www.bethtzedec.ca/
http://www.bethtzedec.ca/

Tallit

A The Tallit is a prayer shawl, the most authentic
Jewish garment. It is a rectangular-shaped piece
of linen or wool (and sometimes, now, polyester
or silk) with special fringes called Tzitzit on each
of the four corners.

A Most tallitot (alternate plural: talleisim) have a
neckband, called an Atarah, which often has the
blessing one recites when donning the Tallit
embroidered across it.



Title:

Type:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Date:

Artist:
Medium:
Researcher:

Tallit Stand, Congregation Beth Tzedec,
Calgary

Art

This wooden stand has been painted in
the image of the Jewish prayer shawl. It
supports the prayer shawls used by the
congregation.

Calgary, Alberta

Congregation Beth Tzedec

c. 1980

Unknown

Wood

Barbara Weiser
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Havdallah

A Havdallah (Hebrew: separation) is a service held
both in the synagogue and at home to mark the
end of the Sabbath and holy festivals. Blessings
are made over a plaited candle, a spice box, and
wine or other beverage. The spice box Is passed
round for all to smell so that the sweet scent of
the holy day lingers with them until the following
Sabbath. The candle is then extinguished In the
wine, symbolizing the end of the holy day.




Title:

Type:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Researcher:

Havdallah Set, Beth Shalom Congregation, Edmonton

Art

Pictured are the accessories used in the ceremony of Havdallah,
marking the end of Shabbat, the Sabbath. The spice boxes are in the
shape of towers, based on the European silversmith tradition of
creating designs which represented the highest tower in the European
towns. The wine cup holds wine as a symbol of joy, and the candle
holder bears a candle with multiple wicks as the light of a candle
displays the distinction between light and darkness and separates the
Sabbath from the rest of the week. Note the filigree detail on the wine
cup and candle holder.

Edmonton, Alberta

Beth Shalom Synagogue

Barbara Weiser



Challah cover

A Challah is a traditional Ashkenazi Jewish
braided bread eaten on the Sabbath (Shabbat)
and on all Jewish holidays except Passover,
when Jews are forbidden to eat leavened bread.

A The challah cover represents the layers of dew
that encased the manna that the Israelites
subsisted on while in the desert.



Title: Challah Cover, Baycrest Centre for Geriatric Care, Toronto

Type: Art

Description: Challah cover embroidered with a large Star of David and flanked on both sides with a Lion of
Judah.The lettering of the embroidery reads: (Top line) Vay'chulu hashamayim; (Line two)

veha'aretz vechol tzeva'am. "Thus the heaven and the earth were finished, and all their array."
(Genesis 2:1)

General Origin: Toronto, Ontario

Specific Origin: Baycrest Centre for Geriatric Care
Date: €1990

Medium: Linen

Researcher: Barbara Weiser

Source collection URL:


http://www.baycrest.org/
http://www.baycrest.org/

Torah Mantles

A Torah Mantle: A Torah mantle is a cover which dresses and protects the
Torah (parchment scroll containing the Five Books of Moses).

A Aron Kodesh: The Ark in a synagogue is known as the Aron Kodesh
among Ashkenazim and as Hechal among most Sephardim. It is generally a
receptacle or ornamental closet which contains the synagogue's Torah
scrolls. In most cases, the Ark is located on or near that wall of the
sanctuary which is facing Jerusalem, considered by Jews to be the holiest
spot in the world. Aron Kodesh comes from the Hebrew words meaning
"Holy Ark." This name is in reference to the Ark of the Covenant which was
stored in the Holy of Holies in the ancient Tabernacle and in the Temple in
Jerusalem. Hechal comes from the Hebrew word for "palace," a term which
was also used in the time of the Temple in Jerusalem to refer to the inner
sanctuary containing the Holy of Holies.



Title:

Type:
Subtype:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Date:

Medium:

Source collection URL:

Aron

Art

Bimah

Originally made in Montreal, this aron, (in which
the Torah scrolls are housed) was used in
Kirkland Lake and then sent to Beth Tikvah to be
used in the daily chapel. The details include; two
lions flanking the Decalogue,two crowns on each
side of the ark depicting God, placed in front is a
canopy used for Jewish weddings by artist
Chaya Nativ.

Toronto, Ontario

Beth Tikvah Synagogue

installed 1980 made ¢1920

Oak



http://www.bethtikvah.on.ca/
http://www.bethtikvah.on.ca/

Title:

Type:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:
Date:

Artist:

Medium:
Archive:

Source collection URL:

Torah Ark with Mantle

Art

A motif of flames decorates this tapestry torah
ark mantle. Image from Ontario Jewish
Archives Fonds 64, Series 2, File 32.
Peterborough, Ontario

Beth Israel Congregation

1979

photograph by Sidney Tenenbaum
Wool

www.ontariojewisharchives.org



http://www.bethisraelsynagogue.ca/

Title:

Type:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:
Date:

Artist:

Medium:
Archive:

Source collection URL:

Torah Ark with Mantle

Art

The design of this torah ark and mantle
has a 60's look. Image from Ontario
Jewish Archives Fonds 64, Series 2, File
39.3

Thunder Bay, Ontario

Shaarey Shomayim

1979

photograph by Sidney Tenenbaum
Wool

www.ontariojewisharchives.org
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http://www.ontariojewisharchives.org/

Title:
Type:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:
Date:

Artist:

Medium:
Archive:

Source collection URL:

Torah Ark with Mantle

Art

This embroidered mantle covering the ark
appears to be handmade. The inscription
reads: Donated by Mrs. Rose Weinberg In
Loving Memory of her husband Sidney
Weinberg. Image from Ontario Jewish
Archives Fonds 64, Series 2, File 5. 2
Chatham, Ontario

Children of Jacob Synagogue

1979

photograph by Sidney Tenenbaum

Fabric

www.ontariojewisharchives.org



http://www.ontariojewisharchives.org/

Title:

Type:
Subtype:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:
Medium:

Source collection URL.:

Torah mantle (tik)

Art

Tik - Torah cover

The word "tik" refers to a type of Torah
cover which is rigid, unlike a Torah
mantle. This one is made of plastic
designed to look like marble. There is a
menorah motif visible on the side.
Vancouver, British Columbia
Congregation Beth Hamidrash

Plastic



http://www.bethhamidrash.com/
http://www.bethhamidrash.com/

Title:
Description:

General Origin:
Specific Origin:

Medium:

Date:
Artist:

Torah Mantle

Copy of an Italian Torah
dress located at the Israel
Museum. Along the hem are
names of Sisterhood
presidents indicated in the
shape of a pomegranate
Toronto, Ontario

Beth Tzedec, Reuben &
Helene Dennis Museum
(Cecil Roth Collection)
Blend of synthetic fibers and
leather

2000

Temma Gentles



